Partial characterization of a low molecular weight phagocytosis inhibitory factor obtained from human erythrocyte membranes.
Phagocytosis Inhibitory Factor (PIF), a small (< 3000 D) molecule, was partially purified from human red blood cell membranes. This factor inhibits latex phagocytosis by monocytic cells. PIF is not toxic under the experimental conditions employed and the phagocytosis inhibitory activity is reversible since removal of this factor restores the phagocytic capability of cells. The phagocytic activity of murine macrophages was not affected by PIF.